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Labour lauds WSIB
3 per cent rate hike
Ontario employers will soon have to pay 
more to compensate injured workers, a 
move criticized by the province�s busi-
ness community as a �slap in the face� 
that could harm the economy. Ontario�s 
Workplace Safety and Insurance Board 
has hiked worker compensation rates 
for 2006 by three per cent over this 
year�s rates.  � e board said the increase 
is necessary because of a lack of money 
to pay for the province�s compensation 
claims.  See Pg. 3

Dollars put ahead of
worker safety: Judge
A provincial court judge has slammed 
the former owner of a snow-clearing 
business for placing the dollar ahead of 
worker safety. � e owner was handed a 
he� y $30,000 � ne and $4,500 surcharge 
for Occupational Health and Safety 
charges related to the death of an 18-
year-old employee. Donald Poisson.  
Poisson was killed when he was pinned 
by the loader of a poorly maintained 
New Holland Skid-Steer. See Pg. 5

Caterpillar profi ts up,
wood fi rm’s cash felled
Caterpillar Inc., a maker of bulldozers 
and other heavy equipment, reported 
its second-quarter pro� t rose sharply 
as improved volume and prices li� ed 
sales. Quarterly income rose to $760 
million US, or $1.08 per share, from 
$566 million, or 80 cents per share, the 
year before.  Wood panel specialist Nor-
bord Inc. says its second-quarter pro� t 
dropped to $67 million US, from $127 
million US a year earlier, as bad weather 
in Europe reduced demand in the con-
struction industry. Earnings for the 
quarter amounted to 39 cents a share, 
diluted. See Pg. 4 

Renovation

16,000-seat mega-church
cost $75 million to build
PATRICIA WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER

Houston-based Irvine Team, a � rm of 
architects, engineers, project manag-
ers and construction managers, has 

transformed a former basketball and entertain-
ment arena into a 16,000-seat mega-church.

� e $75 million (US) construction project 
was completed on-time and on-budget by a 
small army of 50 contractors and consultants 
hand-picked by the company, which oversaw 
the project from design through construction.

�Time was our number one challenge,� said 
Lorrie Foreman, vice-president of operations 
who stepped onto the project site with 20 years 
of experience in managing design and con-
struction of technically sophisticated build-
ings.

�We completed $75 million of construction 
in 19 months.�

� e Lakewood Church�s new Houston home 
opened in mid-July. 

� e Irvine Team worked with the church 
from the get-go to get a handle on approximate 
costs of various redevelopment scenarios for 
transformation of the Compaq Center into a 
house of worship.

�We managed the design process and hired 
all of the project consultants,� said Foreman, 

Arena receives a holy transformation 

Cash should fl ow for water upgrades
Water and Sewer

PATRICIA WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER

An expert panel�s call for a 
massive capital investment 
in the province�s water and 

wastewater systems has received a 
thumbs-up from industry associa-
tions.

�We are pleased to see that the 
panel has acknowledged the sig-
ni� cant investments that are criti-
cal for the sustainability of Ontar-
io�s water and sewage systems,� 
said Kathleen Grimes, president 
of the Ontario Sewer and Water-
main Construction Association.

�Addressing the infrastruc-
ture de� cit would be a major 
step forward in enhancing the 
safety and long-term sustainabil-
ity of this province�s vast under-
ground network of clean water 
pipelines and sewage systems.�
Ontario�s Water Strategy Expert 
Panel reported Friday that the 
province�s water systems will 

require more than $30 billion in 
capital investments over the next 
15 years to remedy decades of 
neglect.

� e panel, which conducted a 
year-long, in-depth examination 
of Ontario�s water infrastructure, 
called for signi� cant changes in 
the way the water and wastewater 

$30B needed over 15 years, panel says

Photo courtesy STUDIO RED ARCHITECTS

Two waterfalls fl ank the stage of the giant Lakewood Church in Houston. The recently opened 
house of worship is said to be the largest such facility in the United States.

See  SERIOUS, Pg.3

See SUBCONTRACTORS, Pg.3
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Plan Ahead
 Advertise With Us

Call 905-752-5547

atlas pumps
Rentals � Sales � Contract

www.atlasdewatering.com
� Wellpoint Systems � Weir Tanks

905-669-6825

� 4� to 16� Sewage Bypass Pumps

THE FENCE PEOPLE LIMITED 
Chain Link Panel Rentals 

NEW!

Get your Quote On-Line @ www.thefencepeople.com or Call Us @ (905) 450-0500 

� New Rates 
� Pay Monthly 
� Pickup At Our Yard or We Can 

Deliver For You To Install 
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